EASTSIDE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

BULLETIN BOARD

Vol. XII, No. 4 September 1994
EGS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

September 8, 1994, Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at the Bellevue Public Library
(7:00 p.m. Beginners’ Help, Llbrary and Supply Tables Open)
Program: Video -- Climbing Your Family Tree, by Robert Burns
Question & Answer Time -- Mary Magnuson

ABOUT THE PROGRAM. Educational and entertaining. Video will be available for sale, as it is
. a terrific gift item for family reunions, or to encourage the less than cooperative relative to open up
with family data.

The video will be followed by EGS member, Mary Magnuson, answering general questions from the
floor. This is a great program for beginners and for those who need a refresher course.

Mary is the education chairman for EGS. She has taught classes for many years, written three
booklets: How To Do Swedish Research; How To Do Norwegian Research; and How To Do
Danish Research. Mary has two projects that will be published in the near future, A History of
Kandiyohi County, Minnesota, when the draft is completed; and an Index of Vital Records for
Martin County, Minnesota.

REVIEW OF THE AUGUST PROGRAM
Connie Balazic

John Coates talk was on "Internet for Dummies." John gave a logical breakdown of the different

services offered by several commercial companies that provide Internet capabilities. The most

important point John addressed was that you must decide your needs for Internet and how

extensively you want to be involved, while taking into consideration your time and budget. The

evening was informative and gave the audience the basic knowledge to shop and expand their own
. use of Internet by becoming acquainted with the standard terminology.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 29, 1994, 7:30 P.M. at the Puget Power
Auditorium, NE 4th Street and 106th Avenue NE, Bellevue, WA. EGS will sponsor a
mini-seminar featuring Ron Bremer. Mr. Bremer will discuss guidelines for the use of
military forms. Contrary to previous information in the August Bulletin Board, there will be no
fee.

Ron Bremer has visited nearly every courthouse and public library in the U.S. He travels
constantly, picking up new information about repositories. Ron is the author of Historical
Sources, the how and where of American genealogy. This was a ten-year project and is not only
informative, but very entertaining.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Connie Balazic

The topic for the September Bulletin Board addresses the issue of every genealogist’s responsibility
to protect genealogical resources and respect those who are in charge of their safe-keeping. Reason
speaks to the future and clearly points out that this combined effort will not be valiant enough to
secure five, ten, or twenty years down the line. It is quite apparent that multitudes of descendants
are eagerly looking to the past for a solid foundation of moral and ethical roots -- roots and branches
that willingly sacrificed to provide for their posterity.

Today’s generation must step forward and offer a clearly defined plan for providing each researcher
access to all public records. Iowa, for example, is surveying the possibility of one central archive or
repository for the state. Is this the solution for every state?

Time taken away from routine but necessary duties and the mounting volume of written requests are
turning some of the once-friendly clerks sour toward family history. Volunteers can be the solution
to this problem, thus maintaining the records in traditional offices. Volunteers are used successfully
in public libraries, state archives, schools, hospitals, etc. County and state vital records offices
could also benefit from the services of experienced genealogists who would meet the public and
supervise the care and handling of public records, along with answering correspondence.

Each genealogical society throughout the United States could offer a certification program that would
train and supervise volunteers for this program within its own locality, providing relief for the
regular staff and efficient service to the public.

If the above suggested program seems logical and practical, please send a copy of this message to
every society that you belong to. Eastside Genealogical Society can plant the seeds that could grow
into a national program. Posterity will reap what you sow!
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REFERENCE REPORT
INQUIRY: Passport Records

REPORT: Since 1798, the Department of State has issued passports to U.S. citizens traveling
abroad. The Department did not, however, have sole authority to do so until an Act of August 18,
1856 (11 Stat. 60), for the first time regulated the issuance of passports.

There was no statutory requirement that Americans obtain a passport for travel abroad until World
War I, although an order by Secretary of State William H. Seward prohibited departure from or
entry into the United States without a passport during the period August 19, 1861 - March 17, 1862.
Many persons did obtain passports, however, because they were required by the countries to which
they were traveling or because the traveler wanted the protection a passport might provide. On
November 14, 1914, the State Department issued a requirement that American citizens must have a
valid passport for travel abroad. This was followed by Executive Order 2285 of December 15,
1915, which gave presidential authorization to the same requirement. Then the Travel Control Act
of May 22, 1918, made the requirement a matter of statutory law. A Joint Congressional Resolution
of March 3, 1921, technically ended the war-time restrictions on travel, including the passport
requirement. An Act of June 21, 1941, reimposed the statutory requirement, and the "Immigration

. and Nationality Act" of June 27, 1952, made it unlawful to depart from or enter the United States
without a valid passport.

State Department passport records in the custody of National Archives include applications dated
October 27, 1795 - November 30, 1812; February 22, 1820 - November 15, 1831; and May 13,
1833 - December 31, 1905; emergency applications submitted abroad, 1877 - 1907; originals and
copies of passports, 1794 - 1901; and applications for special (diplomatic) passports, 1829 - 1897.
Applications dated 1906 - 1925 are in the Civil Reference Branch in Suitland, MD.

Finding aids for these records are incomplete. There is an alphabetical card index for applications
dated 1850 - 1852 and 1860 - 1880. For the years 1810 - 1817 and 1834 - 1905, there are also
registers and indexes which vary in arrangement. Some are chronological and some are alphabetical
by the first letter(s) of the applicant’s surname.

(from the National Archives, Washington, D.C., submitted by Jan Pankratz)

The heritage of the past is the seed that brings forth the harvest of the future.
Archives Building, Washington
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GENEALOGICAL VS. HISTORICAL RESEARCH

A well-constructed analysis by Donn Devine points out the difference between genealogical and
historical research. Mr. Devine is a well-known archivist and genealogist whose genealogy column
in the August, 1994 issue of IRISH EDITION (Philadelphia) contains the following excerpt:

"Those (genealogists) who began as academic historians often find genealogy a more rigorous
discipline. Historians may support their thesis by selectively assembling the evidence favorable to it,
often opinions or conclusions from secondary sources. Genealogists, however, are judged on being
able to find and evaluate all the relevant contemporary documents, and don’t consider a fact as
certain until other alternatives have been ruled out, or any conflicting evidence is satisfactorily
explained. Otherwise, they qualify a conclusion as possible or probable.”

(submitted by Gloria Brown)

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

= NATIONAL ARCHIVES -- PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGION
Changes in Public Services Effective November 1, 1994, the National Archives-Pacific
Northwest Region will no longer accept individual daytime reservations for the use of
microfilm readers. Microfilm readers will be available on a first-come, first-served basis for
periods of two hours or more, depending upon the number of people waiting to use the
machines. Also effective November 1, 1994, the Regional Archives will be open only the
first and second Tuesday evenings of each month, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We regret the
need to make these changes, but they are necessary to simplify administrative procedures
during a period of record workloads and declining staff resources.

s SOVIET SEARCH BREAKTHROUGHS
Ragas, the Russian-American Genealogical Archival Service, is now accepting requests for
genealogical searches in repositories. Forms are available for requesting either a single
record or a fuller genealogical search. Success in locating a record increases with specificity
in terms of date and place of event. [Nonrefundable cost: $22. Obtain payment schedules
for detailed or genealogical searches, as well as a per-hour retainer, and forms, by writing to
RAGAS, P.O. Box 236, Glen Echo, MD 20812] (from the Grays Harbor G.S. Newsletter,
July 1994, via Reunions Magazine, Spring 1993)

* POLISH GENEALOGY
For research help in searching for Polish ancestors, check with the Polish Genealogy Society
of California, P.O. Box 712, Midway City, CA 92655-0714. (Ibid)
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VIRGINIA STATE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES
The Virginia State Library and Archives will assess a research service fee of $10 for replies
to all out-of-state requests for research services, effective August 1, 1993. The research
service fee must be paid at the time an inquiry is submitted. The research process includes:
- locating the information or records desired
- examining the material for content
- determining the method of reproduction
- marking of material for reproduction, if necessary
- preparing a reply or order form

The fee covers up to 30 minutes of staff research and three xerographic copies if information
is found. If more than three copies are made, or if copies from microfilm are required, a bill
for the additional copies will be included with the response. If the search is negative, the
search process will conclude with a reply delineating those materials examined. If extended,
in-depth research is required, a list of professional researchers familiar with the printed and
manuscript material in the collections will be furnished.

All visitors are welcome to use, free of charge, the printed and manuscript resources of the
Virginia State Library and Archives during the hours of 8:15 to 5:00 p.m., Monday through
Saturday, except on legal holidays. An experienced professional staff is available {0 answer
questions and to provide assistance in using our resources. Correspondents are also
encouraged to consult their local library or historical society for information and assistance.

ON THE OREGON TRAIL

"Wagons, ho!" To make a pioneer trip out west without leaving your living room, there’s
"Oregon Trail," a computer game that simulates an 1848 family’s journey westward.
Available at most software stores, the game is fun for the whole family. With information on
landmarks, forts, and rivers along the trail, it teaches problem solving, geography, and
reading comprehension as well as the history of this part of America. (Extension Magazine,
July 1994)

NORWEGIAN RESEARCH ASSOCIATION

"Romerikslaget I Amerika" This is a Norwegian-American Association serving individuals
with roots in Akershus Fylke and Oslo Fylke in Norway. Dues for this group are $17 per
year. They have a newsletter and hold an annual three-day Stevne (gathering) each
September at varying locations in the Midwest. They invite everyone to join for genealogical
assistance and a Norwegian cultural experience. For more information write to: Eldoris
Hustad, 1190 - 11th Street, Granite Falls, MN 56241 (From the Itasca (MN) Genealogy
Club Newsletter, Spring 1994, via Heritage Searchers of Kandiyohi County and Mary
Magnuson)
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SCOTLAND ARCHIVE
The Borders Region Archive and Local History Centre was established in 1984. It is housed

in the Regional Library Headquarters at Selkirk, Scotland. The Borders Archive attempts to
make all local history records available in one facility. They have a large collection of
published local history materials, as well as original documents of historical significance. Its
main holding is the pre-1975 County Council records for Berwickshire, Peeblesshire,
Roxburghshire and Selkirkshire. They have a microfiche index to christenings and marriages
in the pre-1855 Old Parish Records for each county in Scotland. You may contact: The
Archivist, Regional Library Headquarters, St. Mary’s Mill, Selkirk, Scotland TD7 SEW.
(from the Family Tree, Apr/May 94, via Heritage Searchers of Kandiyohi County)

NEW CZECH SURNAME INDEX
The Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International, P.O. Box 16225, St. Paul, MN 55116,

has recently published Czecho-Slovak Surname Index, Col 3, which has over 1700 entries
giving place of family origin in Czechoslovakia, and U.S. or Canadian location. Cost is $5
plus $1.50 P&H. (from the Chicago G.S. Newsletter, Jan. 93 via The Forum Insider

Newsletter, April 1993)

DID YOU KNOW?

*

Did you know that spouses of aliens had to take an oath of allegiance to the United States and
in so doing supplied information about their birth, marriage, and personal appearance, which
can be found at your county court house? (Heritage Searchers of Kandiyohi County)

Have you come across the term "processioning” in your research? The Lake Elsinore G.S. of
Lake Elsinore, CA, gives a definition of this term. Processioning was a procedure organized
and governed by the Church Vestry in which men were appointed to walk specified boundary
lines of the neighbors” property. Boundaries in the 17th and 18th centuries were marked with
perishable items such as a tree, a stake, a pile of rocks, etc., which necessitated frequent
remarking. Processioning was done once a year in an attempt to settle any boundary disputes
between neighbors before the disputes became serious and were taken to court. It was often
the occasion for a neighborhood party when the neighbors gathered, remarked their lines as
necessary and spent the rest of the day and evening visiting, eating, and drinking!
(Genealogical Goldmine of the Paradise (CA) G.S., Spring 1993, via the Forum Insider,
April 1993)

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE: The Bulletin Board is published each month (except January).
Submission of news and articles to the Bulletin Board must be in writing and received by the
15th of each month for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. Mail articles to the Editor,
Jan Ulstein, 4002 149th Avenue SE, Bellevue, WA 98006-1645. If you are unable to meet this
deadline, call the editor at 562-6663 to make special arrangements. Your understanding of these
guidelines and your cooperation are appreciated.
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EGS Library Proposal Approved By Huge Margin

The Library Committee of The Eastside Genealogical Society is pleased to announce the
approval of the Library Proposal with The Bellevue Regional Library of the King County Library

System.

With a vote of 84 — 2 in favor, we are ready to hammer out the many details necessary to make

the Genealogy Special Reference Collection the best that it can be. We welcome any suggestions
that you may have to offer. Please call Barb Justice (206) 391-8186 .

The following are some of the tasks we must accomplish before sending the books to the
Regional Administration office for cataloging before being placed on the shelves in Bellevue.

+ Collecting EGS books from Lake Hills Library and the bocks and materials from storage
in Renton Self-Storage Locker.

- Sorting and evaluating the books and materials for inclusion in the new collection.

- Preparing and binding the periodicals we have been collecting and storing in various
places including a great number that Pat Thomas has been so caringly cataloging and
storing for EGS.

« Begging and cajoling our membership and friends to donate wonderful books to add to
our new collection. Donations of books or money will be gratefully accepted at any time and
we will arrange to pick up the books at your home if at all possible. Books may also be
brought to the General Meetings or Board Meetings.

for processing. _

+ Assisting the Bellevue Library in moving the existing books to a new area to make room
for the Genealogy Collection and then putting the collection in place when it is ready.

» Volunteering to teach beginning Genealogy Classes at the Library.

« Volunteering to assist new researchers at the Library for a couple hours each week, on
a monthly rotation basis.

+ Volunteering to keep the vertical files current and the re-filing done on a rotation basis.

+ Encouraging the Interest Groups, to which you belong, to buy books for the collection
which you feel would be most useful in your interest area.

- Showing appreciation by using the collection often and telling your friends about EGS.

We five persons on the Library Committee are in need of a lot of help. This transition will work
smoothly if we can count on a generous amount of help from any and all who are able to help us.
| have been collecting names of people who have expressed a willingness to help. You will be
hearing from us soon. We can use many more volunteers even if you can only spare a couple of
hours. This group effort will reward us all with a fine collection of books close at hand with which
to continue our research. ...And we thank you for your support.

The EGS Library Committee: Barb Justice, Anne Lamb, Jan Pankratz, Audrey
Schroeder, Mary Curtis and the Board of Directors of Eastside Genealogical Society.
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COMING EVENTS

September 19, 1994, Monday, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Seattle Genealogical Society
Headquarters, 8511 - 15th Avenue Northeast, Seattle. The SGS Irish Interest Group will
feature Sally Gene Mahoney on Exploring Catholic Records. Note the new day and new time
for this meeting. Next meeting will be Saturday, October 15, 1994 at SGS, at 10:15 a.m.

September 24, 1994, Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at 6125 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle.
The National Archives-Pacific Northwest Region is offering a workshop for those interested
in finding their Cherokee and other tribal ancestors. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.
Participants will be given time to research microfilm publications during the workshop. The
workshop leader is Meg Hacker, a staff expert on Native American genealogy from the
National Archives-Southwest Region at Fort Worth, Texas. The Fort Worth Region has the
largest holdings of Bureau of Indian Affairs records relating to the Five Civilized Tribes.
Attendees will be asked to make a tax-deductible contribution of $10 to the National
Archives-Pacific Northwest Region Gift Fund, the proceeds of which are used to purchase
published census indexes and National Archives microfilms for public use. Please RSVP by
calling 206-526-6507, between 7:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Enrollment is limited to 30 persons.

September 29, 1994, Thursday, at 7:30 p.m., at the Puget Power Auditorium, NE 4th Street and
106th Avenue NE, Bellevue, WA.™ EGS mini-seminar featuring Rom Bremer on guidelines

for the use of military forms. No fee.

November 5, 1994, 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the Fiske Genealogical Foundation Library, 1644 -
43rd Avenue E., Seattle, WA 98112. Genealogical Research in Wales, featuring speaker
Bert J. Rawlins. (see copy of brochure in this issue)

Eastside Genealogical Society Publications List

Indexes to Vital Records from Bellevue, King Co., Washington, Newspapers (1918-1967)

Death Index - 1 Volume (4,800 names) $ 10.00
Marriage Index -1 Volume (7,300 names with Bride and Groom indexes) $ 10.00
Birth Indexes - 4 Volumes (Each includes Mother index)

(containing 17,000 names) provides the case number for individuals which then can be used to
obtain copies of the records from King County.

Index of Probate Court Records, 1854-1917, King County, Washington $ 20.00
Mailing/Handling: All taxes and postage have been included in cost
T e ——

Child Surname Index A-D (3,200 names) $ 10.00
Child Surname Index E-K (8,400 names) $ 10.00
Child Surname Index L-Q (7.600 names) $ 10.00
Child Summame Index R-Z (9,000 names) $ 10.00
Set of Death, Marriage. and Birth Indexes (6 Volumes) $ 50.00
Every Name Indexes - 3 Volumes
Every Name Index to Surnames A-G $ 10.00
Every Name Index to Surnames H-N $ 10.00
Every Name Index to Sumames O-Z $ 10.00
Set of Every Name Indexes -3 Volumes (45,000 names) $ 25.00
Full Set of Death, Marriage. Birth and Every Name Indexes - 9 Volumes $ 7500
Index of Probate Court Records of King County, Washington 1854-1917
The King County probate case indexes are a guide to the probate files of King County courts.
Although most of the cases in this Index are estates (probate). there are also guardianship,
partnership, partnership estate, trusteeship, and miscellaneous cases. This sumame Index 8
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with your comments, 451-9613.

COMPUTER INTEREST GROUP NEWS

Would you be interested in attending a series of Roots IV tutorial sessions? This small group
would meet in a home with hands-on access to Roots IV. The purpose of the meetings would be
to provide individual instruction and to answer individual questions. Please call Melissa Clausen

"Using a scanner and your Mac or PC to prepare photos for your document” will be the topic for
the tech session at the CIG meeting, September 17th. David C. Hall, a computer imaging
specialist, will explain how he uses computer technology and a scanner to transfer photos into a
document. He specializes in restoring old photographs. See the calendar for time and location.

Q
—_—,

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH
IN WALES

Eight full hours of instruction on Welsh research techniques and soyrces! This special course
will be heid:

WHEN: Siturday, November 5, 1994, 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
PLACE: Fisie Genealogical Foundation Library

1644 43rd Avenue East

Scamle, WA 98112

FEES: $30 per person when registering before October 1st. $40 after this date.
Make checks payable to: Celtic Heritage Publishing
Mail your registration to: Celtic Heritage Publishing
P.0. Box 510632
Sait Lake Ciry, UT 84151-0652
Phone: (801) 254-7094 (h); (801) 240-2373 (w)
: Phone: (206) 282-5680
Seating wiil be limited, and reservations will be on a first come, first served basis. The
following tepres will be taught.

I Peculiarities in Weish Research.
A.  The Welsh Language as it affects genealogical research
B. Deciphering Weish place names
C.  Maps and Gazeteers
D.  Welsh Patronymics

o. Accessiog the records.

Using the Famiiy History Library Catalog effectiveiy.
Family History Societies in Wales

Indexes w Welsh records

Using Archives and Libraries

gngy

IOI. The Sources.
A.  Civil Registration and census, records for the 19th Century
B. Industriaj South Wales. Geting your ancestor back to his rural origins.

(22 Church records
1 The Established Church (or Parish Church)
74 Nonconformity in Wales
D. Probate Records
E. Case Studies
There will never be a better chance to learn Welsh research techniques!

ABOUT THE LECTURER

Bert J Rawlins attended the Universicy of Wales. Aberystwyth for three years where he sudied
Welsh history and the lang He has d and di d a private rescarch business for
the past 20 years, specializing mainly in Welsh research problems. He s the author of a major
work on Church and Chapel records in Wales with more volumes planned. He is writing 2
comprehensive guide to Welsh genealogical research, and he has written oumerous articles for
genealogical journals. He is listed n Who' i , volume one, and
he is the only genealogist accredited in Weish research by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints. He has traveled extensively in Wales doing both research and leaming sources.

There will be 2 Book stall where selected titles will be sold that pertain (o aspects of Welsh

research,
If you know someone who might be interested in this seminar, share this announcement

with them!

RESERVATION

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Enclosed is my check in the amoust of: _ $30.00 for the full seminar.

Make checks payable to: Celtic Heritage Publishing.
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP NEWS

* Roots User Group meeting Saturday, September 10, 1994 at Boeing Employee Rec Center,
22649 - 83rd Avenue S, Kent (84th Street [Central Avenue] exit off Highway 167), 9:00
a.m. to 12:00 noon. Call Bob Goodnow, 868-4073.

* Irish Interest Group meeting on Monday, September 12, 1994, at 7:30 p.m. at the Issaquah
Library, 140 East Sunset Way, Issaquah. Program will be on how to use the Irish resource
and research holdings in the LDS library, what they are, and how to obtain them for
research. Call 746-6627 for information. The public is welcome.

= Italian Interest Group will meet on Saturday, September 17, 1994, at the Lake Hills Library
from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Topic to be announced.

* Computer Interest Group meeting on Saturday, September 17, 1994, at Boeing Technology
Center in the Eastgate area of Bellevue, 2760 160th Avenue SE (Building 33-07), Bellevue,
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Tech session: Using a Scanner and Your Mac or PC to
Prepare Photos for Your Document.

9 Snoqualmie Valley Study Group will meet Wednesday, September 21, 1994 at 9:30 a.m. at
the new meeting place -- North Bend Library, 115 East 4th, North Bend. At publication
time, meeting topic was not known. Call 868-1850 or 222-5620 for further information.

* German Interest Group will begin Fall meetings on the first Friday in October — October 7,
1994 at the Lake Hills Library, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Topic to be announced.

3 Roots User Group meeting Saturday, October 8, 1994, at Boeing Technology Center in the
Eastgate area of Bellevue, 2760 160th Avenue SE (Building 33-07), Bellevue, from 9:00 a.m.
to 12:00 noon. Call Bob Goodnow, 868-4073 for information.

¥ Irish Interest Group meeting on Monday, October 10, 1994, 7:30 p.m. at the LDS branch
library in Bellevue for a working class using firsthand the Irish resource and research
material.

¥ Computer Interest Group meeting Saturday, October 15, 1994, at Boeing Technology
Center in the Eastgate area of Bellevue, address as above.

The Bulletin Board is a monthly publication of the Eastside Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 374,
Bellevue, Washington 98009. Monthly meetings are held the second Thursday of each month
(except December) at 7:30 p.m. at the Bellevue Public Library, NE 12th Street and 110th
Avenue NE, Bellevue, Washington. Available at 7:00 p.m. are Supply and Library Tables,
Membership, Beginners’ Assistance, and help with genealogical questions. Annual dues are
Single $10, Couple $15, Senior $8, Senior Couple $12.
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