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Google Books: the Tool You Should Use Every Day 

Thursday, October 8, 2026
Networking and announcements at 6:30 pm PT; program at 7:00 pm
Via Zoom - registration is required for this meeting

October 2026

Eastside Genealogical Society

About our program: Discover what a long-forgotten
book can reveal about your ancestor’s life. Google
Books gives you access to millions of digitized
volumes filled with local histories, family stories,
maps, photographs, and clues you may never find in
a conventional genealogy search. Learn how to find
books you can read and download for free, expertly
search them for genealogical details, and explore
foreign-language volumes from your ancestor’s
homeland. Then go beyond the text to uncover
maps, images, and photographs in this resource.

About our speaker: Through her innovative
platforms like the Genealogy Gems Podcast
and a thriving YouTube channel, Lisa Louise
Cooke empowers a global audience to
uncover their family stories. Lisa is the
author of several bestselling books, including
The Genealogist’s Google Toolbox, 3rd
Edition, and offers resources through her
website, https://lisalouisecooke.com. A
trusted voice in the field, she pens a regular
column for Family Tree Magazine. 1

Lisa Louise Cooke

Click here to register

Click Eastside Genealogical Society for a full Calendar of upcoming events. 

https://lisalouisecooke.com/
https://lisalouisecooke.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/rW4q19qtSqWYLMw3lVTYIw
https://eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org/


How will you use the information from tonight’s presentation to add to your
personal research? 

What brick walls will you attack?

Blaine showed us how to check for shared
matches using Ancestry, 23andMe and
FamilyTreeDNA.
 
Shared Match Net
He showed how to choose which known
matches to investigate and how to choose
the best branch point. 

Case Study
Using shared matching, he showed how to
find an unknown ancestor who was the
mother of a family member born in 1889. 

Recording
This presentation was recorded for EGS
members only to view.

Melissa Kacher

EGS September 10 Meeting recap
Blaine Bettinger, Using Autosomal DNA for 18  and 19  Century Mysteriesth th
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Join the
conversation

Shared Matching: 
Gives extra information, letting you
know that your matches match with
each other, and now you have a cluster
of matches. 
Gives you clues and information that
you didn't have with individual
matches.
If there is one known match in the
cluster, you can posit which line
everyone in the cluster is related on.

Warning: 
The unfavorable case where in a 3-person
cluster, each pair of 2 people in the cluster
have a different shared ancestor, where
you would want and expect that all 3 of
you have one single shared ancestor.

 https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/category/genealogy/

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/category/genealogy/
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EGS September 10 Meeting recap
Blaine Bettinger, Using Autosomal DNA for 18  and 19  Century Mysteriesth th

What is better than one summary? Why, a second summary, of course!

Shared matches – organizes matches from closest to furthest
When you and two others match it’s called a cluster

 Option #1 – Favorable, all three share common ancestor
 Option #2 – Unfavorable, you share ancestor with matches, but matches don’t
share  with each other. Not helpful for research.

Multiple genealogy sites offer matches:

Ancestry – Can check for shared matches with
anyone on match list. Minimum 20cm shared for
matches to show up as cluster. This prevents
unfavorable Option #2 above from showing.

Example: You have a new match, but they have no
tree then use shared matches by clicking on your
match’s name, and then click on shared matches.
You can hypothesize that you have a shared
ancestor. 

If you recognize a name on their tree, then you can
hypothesize that the ancestor you share with the
known match is the same as the other shared
matches perhaps a few generations back. Contact
the matches and ask if they recognize names from
your tree. The less % shared, the further back the
shared ancestor.

If you do not recognize any names on their tree,
then can still hypothesize that all matches have a
common ancestor, but you can’t identify them. Go
into their tree and check locations and names for
clues.

Goal: Identify common ancestor shared by cluster.
Can create a tree for an unlinked cluster to
research but won’t know how to connect it to your
tree.

Ancestry Pro Tools – lowers minimum match to
8cm for yourself and a single match.Will not lower
minimum between your matches to each other so
you won’t see the cluster.

FamilyTreeDNA and 23andMe: offer similar, not
identical match services. 

To solve mysteries:
1.Test the oldest generation available
2.Determine if resulting matches are from

maternal or paternal lines using your
knowledge of family surnames

3.Eliminate the matches from the line which you
are not researching

4.To simplify eliminating matches, get as close to
the “Branch Point” as possible. This is where
the lines of the two test takers diverge.Getting
close to the Branch Point eliminates
generations of DNA contributions from non-
related spouses.

5.Going back six generations the matches are
unlikely to help. However, if you have a 5
generation match but male line is broken, can
use mitochondrial DNA test to see matches
passed from mother to daughter

th

6.Test as many branches as possible
7.  If match has no tree then build an unlinked,

research tree for them
                                                        Marcella Rush



President’s Message

I was excited to see the large turnout for our first
meeting of the 2026-2027 program year! I hope
new attendees will join us again as the year
progresses. Beth Snyder, our Program Chair, is
continuing to finalize the presenters for the rest
of the year, and as always, we welcome your
suggestions for speakers and/or topics that you’d
like to hear. You can reach her via email.

October Opportunities

Saturday, October 10, 1:30 PM - What’s in Your Attic
In-person - Bellevue Library, Room 1

October is National Family History Month, and EGS and the Bellevue Library are
hosting the third annual What’s In Your Attic event. Consider bringing a family
treasure for “show and tell,” and contact Kimberly Nichols so she can allocate space
for you. Our speaker will provide an appraisal and/or suggest options. You don’t have
to bring anything to attend the presentation; come and see what others have brought.
Door prizes! More details in flyer.

Genealogy Help
In-person - Bellevue Library, 2  floor computer lab nd

If National Family History Month inspires you to look again at one of your “brick walls”
and get another genealogist’s perspective on it, drop by our Genealogy Helpdesk at
the Bellevue Library. EGS has members available on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of
each month between 10:30 AM and 12:30 PM. October dates are the 8  and 22 . th nd
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Learning Circle

Kimberly Nichols and Marcia Williams are collaborating to launch a
monthly discussion series called, “Learning Circle—Irish Foundations”
designed for those interested in exploring their Irish roots. 

Meetings will take place on the first Monday of
each month, beginning on October 5, at 1:30 PM PT
via Zoom. An active Legacy Family Tree Webinars
subscription is required to access the selected
monthly webinar that you will watch on your own 

prior to each meeting. The group will discuss the research strategies,
records, and resources presented and, most importantly, how to apply
them to your own Irish genealogy research. If you’re interested, reach
out to Kimberly to be added to the email list and receive more
information. See page 6 for more details. 

Lisa Louise Cooke - October Program

Our monthly meeting features the dynamic and engaging Lisa Louise
Cooke. Lisa is a well-known genealogy author, podcaster, educator,
columnist, and speaker who has presented at some of the most
prominent genealogy events worldwide. You can find much more
information about her, including her Premium Membership service, at
https://lisalouisecooke.com. Her presentation on October 8 will be,
“Google Books: The Tool You Should Use Every Day.” Explore Google
Books for genealogy on your own before the meeting. See page 11 for
ideas. Please join us!

I hope you make lots of progress in your research during National Family
History Month!

mailto:programs@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org
mailto:vicepresident@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org
https://lisalouisecooke.com/
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What’s In Your Attic Event
October 10, 12:30 - 4:00

Bellevue Library
Volunteers needed to:

Set up and put away tables and chairs
Greeter to meet participants
Distribute door prize tickets during check-in 
Distribute and collect the feedback survey

Contact Contact Kimberly Nichols by October 5 to volunteer.

mailto:vicepresident@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org
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About Legacy Family Tree Webinars

2,804 webinars 
499 speakers 
11,569 Syllabus pages

Speakers include: Blaine T. Bettinger, John
Grenham, Lisa Louise Cooke, Cyndi Ingle, Judy
Russell, Jennifer Zinck, Ursula Krause, Bruce
Durie...and many more!

Live and recorded webinars - some free, most
by subscription

Yearly subscription: $59.95, often with steep discounts for
new members

https://familytreewebinars.com/


Lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit. Sed placerat
molestie libero, non lacinia
mi fermentum at. Curabitur
mollis facilisis purus, quis
mollis mi. Curabitur
scelerisque, risus id lacinia
convallis, odio ipsum luctus
felis, at placerat purus
neque in justo. Duis
bibendum eu est at rutrum. 

Debbie Gurtler, AG®, graduated with
honors from Brigham Young
University with a bachelor’s degree in
Family History. 

She has made research trips to Spain,
Portugal, Virginia, and North Carolina.
Fluent in Spanish, she can also read
genealogical documents in Portuguese,
Italian, and French. Debbie holds five
AG® credentials, including the U.S.
Mid-South region, Spain, Mexico, Chile,
and Portugal.

Italian Interest Group (IIG)
October 17, 2026 meeting, 1:30 PM PT, via Zoom

I Didn’t Know You Could Search Like That

Debbie Gurtler, AG

Click to Register
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Description

FamilySearch adds millions of records every year, are
you finding everything you should? 

This class will highlight some different ways to search
to make sure you leave no stone unturned in the
search for your ancestors. 

Among the search options covered will be Full Text
Search, Simple Search, global search, computer-aided
indexed records, searching via the catalog, and
browsing images.

https://egs-iig.com/#meeting-form


Eastside Genealogical Society
German Interest Group

OUR NEXT VIRTUAL MEETING
Friday, October 2, 2026 from 12:30-2:30 PM PT

Topic: German Research for the Everyday American

Family history provided the perfect
outlet for Karynne’s love of languages.
A German and Portuguese genealogist,
she enjoys finding her clients’
ancestors and translating documents. 
 
While studying Family
History/Genealogy at Brigham Young
University (BYU), she worked under
the direction of Dr. Robert Minert on
the German Immigrants in American
Church Records series. She graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in 2019.  

Additional information can be found on our Meetings page.
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Karynne Moses

Click to Register

Unique sources for finding a German hometown in
American records
Determining the exact location of the German town
using Meyers Gazetteer and Hansen’s Map Guides
Locating the records available for that town using
Archion, Matricula and Basia Famula

 
These are the basic steps that will help attendees locate
their ancestors in German records.

November Twisted Branches
topic:

Sharing German ancestors 
 see page 19

https://gig.eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org/
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RootsTech 2027!

When: March 4 - 6, 2027

Where: Salt Lake City Convention Center

What: Hundreds of learning sessions, huge
expo, opportunites to interact and learn

Who: Five EGS members (and counting!)

What else: Research at FamilySearch Library
one block from our hotel 

Flying: Monday, so we have time for
research at the Library

Join us!
More info: Kimberly Nichols
Search: RootsTech 2027

9

mailto:kimberly7nichols@gmail.com
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Meetings: Second Friday most months
10 AM PT via Zoom
Email: Kimberly Nichols for Zoom link

Next meeting: Oct 9, 2026
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Inheritance
Dani Shapiro

In the spring of 2016, through a
genealogy website to which she had
casually submitted her DNA for
analysis, Dani Shapiro received the
stunning news that her beloved
deceased father was not her
biological father. Over the course of a
single day, her entire history—the life
she had lived—crumbled beneath
her.

AI Special Interest Group
Meetings: Third Tuesdays at 2:00 PM PT via Zoom

Next Meeting Oct 20, 2026
Purpose: 

Use AI to help with genealogy, learning together
Encourage members in their use of AI
Share resources, tips, results, cautions

Email: AISig@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

mailto:kimberly7@gmail.com
mailto:AISig@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org


FOUND IN GOOGLE BOOKS

The Hidden Half of the Family
A Sourcebook for Women’s Genealogy

By Christina K. Schaefer • 1999

A Sourcebook for Genealogical Research
Resources Alphabetically by Type and Location

By Foster Stockwell • 2004

Annals of Tazewell County, Virginia
from 1800 to 1922

John Newton Harman • 1925

Look for resources related to your towns

Example of books about a family

The Bromwell Genealogy, Including Descendants
of William Bromwell and Beulah Hall

Can you find any of your ancestors here?

Example of books about a town

Website
search: google books genealogy

https://www.google.com/search?udm=36&q=genealogy
https://lisalisson.com free-google-books-for-genealogy-research/

11
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Results of the EGS Member Survey May 2026

Last May, we asked members to participate in a survey regarding EGS. Following are the results. Each pie chart
shows the percentage of answers received for that item. The numbers on the right of each answer choice show
how many people selected that answer. The number at the bottom shows how many total people answered
that question. There were 54 total respondents.
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EGS Member Ancestor Years Location

Kimberly Nichols George Sutton b 1613 Kent

Sarah Tilden b 1612 Kent

Alice Martin b 1616 Exssex

John Martin b 1620 Warwickshire

Thomas William Naden b 1823 Kent

Joseph Bedford b 1751 Yorkshire

John Rosser b 1763 London

Richard Wood b 1785 Cheshire

Betty Hollowell b 1781 Cheshire

William Wilamson b 1806 Lancashire

Jonah Heap b 1781 Lancashire

Hanna Sykes b 1760 Lancashire

William Prestwich b 1784 Lancashire

A few notes:

The purpose of the following lists is to help members connect. It is not
intended to be the basis for definitive name, date, or location updating
for your files. In some cases, the input on dates had “Abt” next to
dates, and I just used the dates. Also - due to space limitations, I
reduced the locations to counties. Finally, any omissions and errors in
name spelling and dates are my errors, as I had to type everything
into a format for sharing.  

Twisted Braches - Olde English

Ancestors

This month’s request for Olde English
Ancestors brought a high number of
responses from EGS members. As hoped,
reviewing the lists identified at least two
members who share common ancestors:
Janice Leitzke and Marcia Williams share
some 9  and 10  great grandparents. th th

If you look at the lists, you may find some
names that match your research. To
connect with an EGS member, email me.
I will ask the member to contact you, if
they wish. Perhaps sharing twigs on your
databases will open new research. This
option is available to EGS members only. 

Marcia Williams

Twisted
Branches

Pages 14-17 
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mailto:newsletter@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org


EGS Member Ancestor Years Location

Beth Snyder Richard Bowdan, Aurelia Kinsman
Immigration to IL
1845

Cornwall

Richard Belden/Beldin/Belding 1598 - 1655 Yorkshire

Carol Simpson
Rev. John Edward Henry
Simpson

1790-1876 Dublin Ireland

Margery Elizabeth Simpson b 1800 England

Lois Diemert Ellis Burges b 1512 Cornwall

Gellyon Squire (female) b 1539 Devon

Elizabeth Nin b 1599 Suffolk

Joseph Merriam b 1599 Kent

Sarah Gladstone b 1602 Kent

Jonathn Linfield b 1604 Sussex

Mary Bartlett b 1615 Sussex

John Whitaker b 1641 Yorkshire

William Taylor b 1625 Suffolk

EGS Member Ancestor Years Location

Janet Stroebel Joseph Pool/Poole 1788-1878 Worcestershire

James Clift 1768-1844 Worcestershire

George Head 1808-1889 Staffordshire

Thomas Whitehouse 1819-1849 Worcestershire

Phebe Mander 1806-1880 Staffordshire

Thomas Roberts 1815-1901 Derbyshire, Staffordshire

Samuel Copson 1782-1861 Warwickshire, Nottinghamshire

Joseph Parkes 1822-1866 Staffordshire

Joseph Roden 1814-1890 Worcestershire, Staffordshire

Catherine Smith Joseph Smith 1599-1672 Huntingdonshire

Margaret Aires Mayflower relations

Henry Howland Mayflower relations

Elizabeth Tilley Mayflower relations

John Tilley/Joan Hurst Mayflower relations

Edward Wooster 1622-1689 Buckinghamshire

Elizabeth Alsop 1614-1669 Somerset

John Black 1591-1674 England

Robert Wiliam Follett 1625-1708 England

15



EGS Member Ancestor Years Location

Marcia Williams Thomas Townsend 1355-1421 Norfolk

David Stone/Agnes Speed 1480-1543 Essex

Margaret Garrad 1597-1626 Suffolk

Anne Rogers 1615 - 1690 Essex

John Atherton b 1295 Sussex

Robert Lunsford 1390-1465 Essex

Robert Poppy b 1479 Norfolk

Robert Forthe 1540-1595 London

Phillipe Newgate 1564-1636 Suffolk

Leonard Hastings 1400-1455 Leicestershire

Simon Willard/Mary Sharp 1604-1676 Kent

James Blood 1605-1683 Nottinghamshire

John Wright 1450-1509 Essex (?)

Richard Byfield 1597-1664 Surrey

Nicholas Warren 1378-1413 Cheshire

Nicholas Briggs/Brigges 1515-1581 Suffolk

John Heald/Dorothy Royle 1615-1694 Northumberland

Thomas Dane 1603-1675 Kent

William Proctor 1506-1567 Yorkshire

Sarah Fletcher 1596-1632 Hertfordshire

John Nutting/Sarah Eggleton 1620-1687 Suffolk, Kent

Moses Pengry/Lydia Clements 1610-1696 Leicestershire

EGS Member Ancestor Years Location

Marcia Williams John Henry Pickard/Ann Lume 1589-1662 Yorkshire, Essex

Robert Crosby 1596-1634 Yorkshire

Thomas Hale/Joan Kirby 1575-1640 Hertfordshire

Richard Hutchinson 1602-1682 Nottinghamshire

William Jewett 1636-1603 Yorkshire

John Taylor 1522-1614 Yorkshire

John Robbins 1583-1680 Leicestershire

John Whitcomb/Frances Cogan 1588-1671 Somerset

Thomas Wheeler 1620-1676 Bedford

William Allerton 1529-1629 Wiltshire

John Pratt 1530-1578 Somerset

Thomas Tarbell/Dorothy Rogers 1587-1621 Hampshire

John Longley/Ann Pearson 1585-1639 Cambridgeshire

Henry Holman 1538-1587 Dorset

Edmund Rice/Thomasine Frost 1594-1663 Suffolk

William Hewett/Alice Levenson 1514-1566 Yorkshire, Middlesex

John Lackland Plantagent 1167-1216 Oxfordshire

Roger Neville/Mary Tailboys 1240-1310 Durham, Yorkshire

Richard Pole 1400-1450 Cheshire

Walter Hastings 1544-1616 Leicestershire

William Coolidge 1563-1618 Cambridge

John Ball 1585-1655 Berkshire

George Bullard/Beatrice Hall 1607-1689 Suffolk
16



EGS Member Ancestor Years Location

Janice Leitzke Michael Bacon 1566-1615 Suffolk

Elizabeth Wylie b 1566 Suffolk

Michael Bacon 1579-1648 Suffolk

Marie Jobo ?-1655 Suffolk

Michael Bacon 1608-1683 Suffolk

Alice Blower 1581-1648 Suffolk

Henry Dunster 1530-1592 Lancashire

Elizabeth Undsworth unknown Lancashire

John Ansley Farmer 1589-1658 Warwickshire

Isabella Burgage 1593-1686 Warwickshire

Edward Farmer 1646-1727 Warwickshire

Mary Brown 1642-1719 Warwickshire

Reginald Foster 1595-1680 Devon

Judith Wignol ?-1664 Devon

William Longley 1614-1680 Lincolnshire

Joanna Goffe 1619-1698 Lincolnshire

EGS Member Ancestor Years Location

Janice Leitzke Henry Wells 1672-1714 Berkshire

Elizabeth Guest 1668-1714 Berkshire

Kenelm Winslow 1599-1672 Worcestershire

Eleanor Newton 1598-1681 Worcestershire

Steven Gardner b 1594 Wiltshire

Joan Plover 1594-1663 Wiltshire

Daniel Shed 1620-1708 Essex

Mary Gurney ?-1658 Essex

Peter Walter 1630-1708 Somerset

Susanna Clement ?-1671 Somerset

Thomas Gaunt 1540-1599 Lincolnshire

Elizabeth Wheelwright b 1540 Lincolnshire

Simon Willard 1604-1676 Kent

Mary Dunster 1630-1715 Lancashire

17
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Twisted Branches

One more story...

Of course with Mayflower ancestors, one branch of my tree is
English. As with many who have Colonial New England roots,
lots of other ancestors came from England as well on my
maternal side. One of the most fascinating was Elizabeth
Fones (1610-1673). She was rather scandalous for her time, A
niece of Governor Winthrop, a founder of the Massachusetts
Bay colony, she married three times. At one point, she was
accused of witchcraft and had to escape town in the middle of
the night. Later, unable to get a divorce from her second
husband, she fled with her lover to New Amsterdam (New
York) where the laws were less rigid. 

Her story was published by a well-known historical fiction
writer, Anya Seton, in the book The Winthrop Woman.

Ellen  Hoffman

Lunch Bunch and Genealogy Help

Click Eastside Genealogical Society for a full Calendar
of upcoming events. 

https://eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org/


President Janet Stroebel president@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

Vice President Kimberly Nichols vicepresident@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

Secretary Janice Leitzke secretary@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

Treasurer Marcella Rush treasurer@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

Trustee Marcia Williams newsletter@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

Book Committee Open bookcommittee@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

Education Bob Barnes education@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

Membership Celia McNay egsgenealogyhelpers@yahoo.com

Programs Beth Snyder programs@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

Publicity Catherine Smith publicity@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

SIG Coordinator Jane Wickert SIG-coordinator@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

Webmaster Melissa Kacher webmaster@eastsidegenealogicalsociety.org

EGS Board of Directors

November Newsletter
Deadline for articles: Saturday, October 19

November Twisted Branches topic: Our German Ancestors.
Do you have branches from Germany? Send your name, the
earliest ancestor - with name, relationship, dates, and location -
to the email below. Since we expect many connections, this will
be limited to “just the basics” and won’t have room for stories.

Newsletter submissions: email: Marcia Williams
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...seen on T-shirts
Available for purchase; google to

find the site 

Click Eastside Genealogical Society for a full Calendar of upcoming events. 
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	This month’s request for Olde English Ancestors brought a high number of responses from EGS members. As hoped, reviewing the lists identified at least two members who share common ancestors: Janice Leitzke and Marcia Williams share some 9th and 10th great grandparents.
	If you look at the lists, you may find some names that match your research. To connect with an EGS member, email me.   I will ask the member to contact you, if they wish. Perhaps sharing twigs on your databases will open new research. This option is available to EGS members only.
	Marcia Williams
	A few notes:

	Twisted Branches

	Lunch Bunch and Genealogy Help
	...seen on T-shirts
	Available for purchase; google to find the site

	EGS Board of Directors
	November Newsletter
	Deadline for articles: Saturday, October 19
	November Twisted Branches topic: Our German Ancestors. Do you have branches from Germany? Send your name, the earliest ancestor - with name, relationship, dates, and location - to the email below. Since we expect many connections, this will be limited to “just the basics” and won’t have room for stories.
	Newsletter submissions: email: Marcia Williams


